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Critical Response Questions Resources
Children develop their comprehension when they reflect 
upon what they wondered about, noticed and felt. Prompt 
responses with the following questions:

Act 2: Discovering Shadows 
What shadow animal did the girl make with her hand?  
(A dog.)
What animal would you choose?

Act 11: Alone 
The girl tries to play by herself but her imagination has 
deserted her. Why were the girl and boy sad? 
(They’d stopped being friends.)
How could they become friends again?

Act 14: Shadow-land
The boy invites the girl to play in his world of shadows, 
where they can be big or small. Do you move towards or 
away from the light to make your shadow bigger?
(Towards.)
Why?

Act 16: Gone
When the girl tears down the paper wall to look for the 
boy, he’s not there. 
Where do you think he went?
(Anything you choose to imagine.)

Friends
Have children think about their friends, and list or 
illustrate the things they like about their friends. Have 
children address the following:

•  What makes a good friend?
•  What does it take to be a good friend?
•  How can people make new friends?

The following is a list of children’s literature books and 
web links that may create an interest in shadows and 
provide some provocation for the children to begin or to 
continue to explore the phenomena of shadows:
 
Bulla, Clyde Robert (1994). What Makes a Shadow? 
New York: Scholastic Inc.

Dorros, Arthur. (1991). Me and My Shadow. New York: 
Scholastic

Kent, Jack. (1981). The Biggest Shadow in the Zoo. 
Parent Magazine Press

Mayer, B. (1995). Shadow Games: A book of hand and 
puppet shadows. Klutz, Inc

Wilhelm, H. (2002). I Love my Shadow! (Hello reader 
level 1). New York: Scholastic

Web Links
Patch Theatre: patchtheatre.org.au

Richard Bradshaw: Shadow Puppeteer Link: 
    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNsJ6kDVbfk

Cirque De Doleils KA Shadow Puppets Link: 
    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rPu-Dmq39rk

Hand Shadow - Raymond Crowe at Royal Variety Show 
Link:  
    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAQxNVQF_I0

My and My Shadow
Seeing live theater together as a family leads to memories that last a lifetime. These moments also can provide 
opportunities for you and the children in your life to discuss new interests, situations and ideas. This activity page can 
help you extend your theater experience long after the last curtain call.

Some of the activities in this guide have been adapted 
from Patch Theatre Company’s educational resources.
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